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THE PASSIN G OF A LEGEND

ByEnnn McMahan ‘

Paul Herrick, kuown to generations
" of Bruins as ngger Brown, died on
June 8th at the age 6f 82. With his pass-
“ ing, UCLA Rowing lost one ofits big-
gest supporters, and all of us lost a

- friend. ‘Rigger was unique in thathe

 transcended the many generations of
rowers and coaches; and connected ev-
eryone who had everbeen with the teamn
‘together into one family. Whether you
rowed one year or four, your memo-

ries of Rxggcr are probably the fondest -

ofany,

working for the carpentry shop. His
first exposure to the rowing program
came when he was assigned the job of
transporting racks from the old boat-
house to the new one.- After working
‘on some errands for the team, Rigger

‘was approached by Coach John Bissett

and asked if he had ever worked on
boats. To which he replied, “no, but
they’re wood aren’t they? Well; I'ma
cabinet maker so it just takes some
imagination.” His skill and resourcefiz)-
‘ness soon led Bissett to request a six-
. month lease of Rigger’s talents. UCLA
gladly complied and Rigger became a
fixture at the boathouse even past his
retirement and until the last months of
his kfe, ,

After Riggerbecame the team’s first
full-time rigger in 1964, it was decided
that he needed a name more appropri-

" ate 1o his job. The only problem was that
Bissett didn’t like the sound of “Rigger
Herrick”. . As Rigger described it, T
liked Charlie Brown , so we put them
together and got ‘Rigger Brown’, which
sounds more like it.”

In hss approximately 20 years with

Rigger. began at UCLA in 1960

Rigger Brown was a friend and supporter to many generations of Bruin rowers.

the rowing program, Rigger meantmuch

more to the progrant than his nickname
implied.- In addition to his skill with
boats and rowing equipment, he was
coach, counselor, and friend for the
many generations of rowers that passed
through the boathouse. For years, from
the late 1960°s to the inid-70’s, Rigger
drove the launch for coaches Bissett and
Johnsen. More importantly, however,
when the crews were off the water, Rig-
ger helped many a rower trhought the
pressures of rowing; school, and life. -

Riggerretired in 1984, but never re-
ally left the program. He continued to
visit the boathouse until the last months
ofhis life, always taking the time to say
hello to all ofhis friends. He would ask
the coaches how the athletes were do-
ing, and offer advice on training, tech-
nique, and rigging. With Jim Durden,
the current rigger and boatman, he
would swap stories about damaged
boats, bent riggers, or submerged trail-
ers. For all of us, a visit from Rigger

was a cherished part of our week.

Away from the boathouse, Riggerhad -

many other pursuits and passions. A
devoted father and husband, he had
three children, John, David, and
Melanie, with Ruth Herrick, his wife of
56 years who passed away in 1996.
From 1998 until the time of his passing
he was married to Helen Herrick. ‘His
woodworking skills were not confined
to Pocock racing shelis, as he was an
avid builder of model airplanes and a

member of the Southern California Ig- -

nition Flyers since 1972. He was so
skilled in baseball that he played at the
semi-pro level at one point in his life.
Before coming to UCLA, he was even

President of the Malibu Mountain Ar--

chery Club during the 1950°s.”

For me, I can say with certainty that
the day that Rigger first called me
“Coach” was the first time I felt like I

-truly belonged to the Bruin Crew fam-

ily. Hisacceptance was something I'wilt
cherish always, because to me he truly

represented what is so special about

rowing_ for UCLA.
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2004 Sprmg Starts Wlth 3 Wins

The Bruin Men opened the 2004
spnng racing season with victories over
St. Mary’s, UC Irvine, and Loyola
Marymount. The season began with
thehome race against the Gaels of St.
Mary’s on March 10. Rowing in the
“1967 Pac-8 Champions™ shell that

‘would be christened later that day as
partofthe Alumni Day ceiebmﬁon, the

Varsity 8 comfortably beat their op-
ponents from Northern California by
over a length. Barlier in the day, the
. | Freshman 8 won by a similar margin,

| carning their first shirts as-coIlegiate
TOWerS.

The following day, March 11, would _

see the Bruin’s Varsity and Junior Var-
sity Eights in action against Marina el
-| Reyrival, Loyola Marymount, forthe
Guy Lundberg Memorial Cup. As
.| Loyola was unable to field a TV or

Freshman Eight, the Bruin'JV boat
raced in the varsity event while the
' Frosh had the day off to rest. In the
race, both the V8 and JV8 took a

length from the Lions in the first 500

meters of the race. While the varsity

lead as the race progressed the JV
were overtaken in the third 500. The
V8 would go on to beat their coun-
terparts from Loyola by almost 10

‘'seconds on the tide-shortened 1750

meter course. The victory extended
the Bruins lead in the Guy Lundberg

‘ Cup series to 3-1.

The Bruins kept to-their winning
ways the next weekend, March 17,

with victories over UC Irvine in-both |

the JV and Varsity Rights. In the var-
sity race, the Bruins enjoyed a length
lead until the last 250 meters of the

race when a bad sprint and inexperi-

ence led to a comeback by the crew

pom__ants and held on to ‘take the vic-
tory by approximiately 1/3 of alength.
In the JV event, both crews tested

~each-other for the entire 2000 meters,

with neither taking more than a fow
seats. A composed third 500 and a
strong sprint from the UCLA JV gave
them a narrow 1-second margin of

victory over the courageous crew
- from UC Irvine,

boat was able to keep adding to that

The 2003-2004 UCLA Men’s Rowing Team

-3 seconds. .
claimed 1st and 2nd in the heat respec-

Pac-10/PCRC Recap

The Bruin Men wrapped :l;lp the

" 2004 racing season with gold and sil-
“from Irvme .Still the Bruins ¥ were able |
to respond to their hard- chargmg op- |

ver medals at the Pacific Coast Row-
ing Championships and consecutive vic-
tories over USC in the heat and final of

the Pac-10 Championships. At the

PCRC event, the Varsity Lightweight.
Four beat UC Davis by 16 seconds to

 take the gold , while the Novice Light '

Four took second behind Cal.
Despiteracing without team captain -
and six seat Ken Tu, the Varsity 8 (pic-

tured above) claimed a fourth place fin-

* ish'inthe opening heat at the Pac-10’s
with a time 0f'6:16.- USC would follow

- infifth with a time of 6:20, The Bruins

challenged the 3rd place crew from

~ Santa Clara, but ended up missing the

final qualifying spot in the grand final by
Cal and Oregon State

tively. | o
. The Bruins again used a strong middle
1000 meters en route to a 2nd place
finish in the petite final, narrowly losing
to Washington State by 2.5 seconds.
The Trojans finished in Sth, over 5 sec-
onds back of UCLA.

Solid showings from the JV and -
Frosh eights, as well as the Varsity four,
pushed the Bruins into 5th in the team
points competition. Washington State,
USC, and Oregon occupied the 6th, 7th,
and 8th place positions respectively.
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1967 Pac-8 Champions Honored At 2004 Alumni Day

With support from the Friends of
UCLA Rowing, the UCLA Men’s and
Women’s Rowing Programs celebrated
their annual Alumni Day on Saturday,
March 13. The moming began with an
intra-squad race for the UCLA Women,

and a race vs. St. Mary’s College for

the UCLA Men. Themen emerged vic-

torious in both the novice and varsity -
races, while the junior class women

raced to victory in the mtra-squad scrim-
THage. =

~The day was later highlighted by a
boat christening ceremony honoring the
menofthe 1967 Varsity 8, who brought
UCLA its first Pac-8 and West Coast
~ championship in the sport of rowing.
Several members of the 1967 Varsity 8

were present to officially christen the’

shell as the #1967 Pac-8 Champions”,
including Bob Swartz (coxswain), Erik
Johnson (#8), Pat Moran (#7), Bob

Ry g
i

e

.and Mike Harris (Bo{xf). _
During the same boat christening cer-
emony, the UCLA Women honored

“donor Tor Bengaard and longtime sup-
- porter Lin Werner by naming two new

racing shells the “Big Tom™ and the
“Ms.Lin”. '

UCLA’S._.new'lieai_ry“.re-ight varsity eight, the “1967 Pac-8 Champions”
with Duncan Henderson, stroke seat for
“the 1970 Pac-8 championship boat,

went out for a row on Ballona Creek
with current team members David
Hampton, Ken Tu and Evan Faucher.
The three current rowers later remarked
that the power and rhythm that won in

=467 was stillpresent in 2004,

Newman_ (#5), Walier Brennan (#3), :

After lunch, the men from the *67. V8,

and Moran

-

Five eat Bob ewn

The eight returns to the dock

| Bw Seat - e Harris




An Update

By Lyndsey Wells

Wehada great year! Thank you all -

so much for your generous support of
UCLA Men’s Rowing. Without your
support, men’s rowing at UCLA would
not be flourishing as itis today. Welook
forward to the future as the program
- grows stronger and sironger with eax:h
passing year.
Last fall, I joined the program in a
more permanent position to help our

program reach its goals, I am excited -
- horme! -

 to report that those goals were redched.
 We raised in excess of $40,000 with
our Sponso;‘—A-Rowmg Campaign,
which was generously supported by the
Alumni, and the Erg-A-Thon, which
was supported by friends and family of
the athletes. It is clear that the UCLA.
Men’s Rowing Family is excited about
the program, especially our alumni, as
their increased support has been the

primaty reason for our success. The -

finds raised this yéar have helped the
team travel to the S.D. Crew Classic

STROKEWATCH

and the Pac-10 Championships, pay
the coaching staff, as well as purchase
anew racing eight. . .

We also received amazing support
from the athletes’ families. In our first
year of the Erg-A-Thon, almost $6,000
was raised. In addition to financial sup-
port, many parents gencrously gave of
their time to support the team at each

of the races. Food for the athletes at-

races was never a problem, in fact,
many Umes the athlet&s even TOOk food

. Atthis year’s Alumm Day, the pro-
gram was honored to christen a new
racing shell the “1967 Pac-8 Champi-
ons”. The shell was named for the men

who brought UCLA its first Pac-8 and -
West Coast Championship in the sport |

of rowing. The program was honored
to have Bob Swartz, Pat Moran, Erik
Johnson, Bob Newman, Walt Brennan,
and Mike Harris at the event to offi-
c:a]ly christen the néw shell,

The program is also very excited to

¥rom The F.O.U.R. Treasurer -

work with John Nelson, Class of 1981,
in the naming of a new shell to be pur-
chased in'the Fall of 2004. John’s gen-

-erous donation, which made the pur-

chase of the boat possible, will benefit
many future generations of UCLA oars-
men. We will have moreabout John’s

‘donation, as well as the name of the
. newly purchased she]], inthe next issue

of Strokewatch. -

The Coaches and I have a great pas-
sion for the sport of rowing and we have .

a strong commitment to the success and
legacy of the team. Withyour support

there are no limits to what this program
can achieve, Weare cuxrently gearmg -

up for the 2004-05 racing season and I
am planning more Alamnievents, Fook

for details in future issues of the

Strokewatch, or on our website at
uclamensrowing org. :

We welcome and look forward to
your involvement! Please contactmeif

* ybu have any questions or would like

to getmore involved with FO.UR.

Thank

. Anniversary Level
- Douglas Maclnnis
Guy Lochhead
Helen Wong
Greg Rinehart
Miura Family
Gordon Hunter -
Dean Tumer
Guy Weaser
DavidLee
Marv Rosen
Robert Sitzman

Partial Sponsorship Level
Thomas Follosco

Craig Tiison

Paul and Gloria Griffin
Cramer Family

Eddie Sheldrake

Tom Humphrey

You 2003-2004 Donors

Partial Sponsorship (continued)

SJ)onsor-A—Rower { contmued)

Dekker Family

'El-Saden Family

Barton Carter
Douglas MacInnis
Yee Family
Nancy Hodges

* Kitch Family

Robert Frontiera
Doerr Family
Kingston Cable
Thomas Follosco

Ching Tu

Sponsor-A-Rower Level
John Lopuch

Pete and Tricia Biocini

Bruce and Katherine Cadman
Julian Wolf '
Farkas Family

KitchF amily

- Duncan Henderson

Angela Wu
AllenBailey -
Craig and Diane Price
AlexFrasco

Doubie Sponsorship Level

John W. Nelson

- Robert Swartz
~ Julian Wolf
- Charles and Kathryn Joseph .

Anonymous Donor
Julian Wolf

Bronze Level
Tim and Joni Powers

Platinum [.evel
John J. Nelson
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Bruin Men Add Sponsor - RUdy_Proj ec-t'U'SA' |

~.In March of 2004, Rudy Project

USA agreed to sponsor the UCLA
Men’s Rowing Team. Rudy Project
becarme the official sunglasses supplier
for the team starting with the 2004 rac-
‘ing season. Coach Erinn McMahan,
who worked with the company in ar-
ranging the sponsorshlp deal, sa:ld
“Rudy Project makes the best sun-

glasses for athletes available today. The:

optical quality, styling and guarantee
- against scratching of the lens makes

o them unique amongst their competitors.”

- Rudy Project is a modern, market-
* ing oriented company that 'ha_s estab-
lished itself as one of the leading brands
- worldwide, They design and manufac-
ture hi-tech sunglasses, goggles, hel-
mets, and accessories using the appli-
cation of science, advanced materials,

and computer technology. The com- -

Thank You 2004 Erg-A-Thon Donors

Alazraki Family

Wu Family
Margaret Carmody
Paul Rieger
Mendenhall Family
McCollum Family
Faucher Family
Dekker Family
Louis Joseph
Burleigh Family
Angela Wu

Norm Cramer
Wanda Cox .
Barri Chasteen
Rosemary Shadek
Leeand Al Balocca
Lydia Rogerson
Mark Koch

Colette and William Faucher
Suzanne Honeycutt
Kathleen Vigliotta
Courtney Beeckler
Joseph Family
Lawrence and Marcella Wood

pany was fouﬁded bjr Rudjf Barba_zza,. :

a pioneer in the Italian sunglass and
sporting goods industry.
Rudy Project has long been a cham

pion of sponsoring and and supporting
athletes at every level of competition. -

Recently, the company was the official

Mark aﬂd‘ Paula Johnsen

_ William . Thomas

Kitty Wong
Whey Lu Liao

- Mike and Kathy Slater

Rich Joseph

 AllenSuh

Johnson Wang

Bill Nugent-

John and Kathleen Jacoby
Paul and Paula Egerme1cr
Jessica Triana

YokeChan

Michael Hogan

Leslie Laird

Debby Vincent

Shenni Chow

Russel Caflisch

John Brown

Jason and Kathy Lai
Leon Hampion

William and Mary Money
Shumin Yao and George Fu
Mortazavi Family

sunglaSSGS provider for the 2004 Tour

de France. Among others, Rudy

Project sponsoi‘s cyclists Jan Ullrich
and Erik Zabel, and triathletes Mchelhe
Jones and Spencer Smith.

For more infomation, visit their
website at www.rudyprojectusa.com.

Jeffrey and Margaret Murdock

- Brenda Hudspeth

David and Marian Shulman
John Brunett

Dick and Mary Aspinwall -

Bertha Carter
Dickand Sally Aspinwall
Lesley Roberts -
Adrienne Ferris

Alice Chang

California Desert Engines
David and Susan Robin
Neal Turbow

Salty Evey

Paul and Sheila Johnson
Mark Slater

Jim and Karen Evereit
Katherine Tice _
Dave and Sharon Sparks
Huei-Ling Liang

Patricia Low

Bill Peters

Mark and Jill Stutl

Mark La Bounty
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2004 2005 MEN S ROW1:NG SCHEDULE

OcCTOBER 23 & 24 HEeADp oF THE CHARLES BOSTON
NOVEMBER 6 - HEAD OF THE MARINA MARINA DEL REY
NOVEMBER 7 - ‘NEWPORT. - NEWPORT BEACH -
NOVEMBER 20 USC FaLy RACE ' BaLLONA CREEK
FEBRUARY 26 & 27 Botaroco RC (BRaziL) - Barrona CREEK
-~ MARCH S ALuMNiDay BarrLoNa CREEK

Marca;12 "~ LovoLa MARYMOUNT BALLONA CREEK

- MarcH 19 | ORANGE CoastT COLLEGE - BavLoNa Creek
ApriL 2 & 3 SAN Dieco Crew CLassIC Mission Bay
APRIL 9 S UC SANTA BARBARA - Barrona Creex
APRrIL 23 . STANFORD & OREGON ST. REDWOOD SHORES
APRIL 30 o USC BaLLONA CREEK

May 14 & 15 PCRC/Pac-10 , LAKE NATOMA
Jung 2-5 IRA REGATTA Coorer RIVER,NJ .
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